Dunmore’s War
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Suddenly the hush of the morning was broken by gunfire,
The peaceful point between the rivers became a hell upon earth
while soldiers rushed to defend themselvs from attacking Indians,

The beauty of autumn was ignored amid the tumult of Indian
vells, orders from colonial officials, and the sharp, staccato roar of
mugzleloading rifles.  Indians lined the river banks and chanted,
Drive the White Dogs in." By full daylight Indians and Virginians
were engaged in hand-to-hand combat as they clashed in the most
important battle of Dunmore's War.
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Though frequently in dispute wi.th mcmbcrs‘ of the House of
pesses  concerning  their  revolutionary scnnmcpts. Dunmore
l.h"gf:;.d on good terms with the colonists, This harmonious
I!':‘.;:ll;;t:t‘l.'ihi].‘.l was fostered by a common im:-.:rcst in the scttlcn‘gcnt of
western lands  which Dunmore shar_cd' \fvuh George Washington,
Andrew Lewis, and other prominent Virginians,

Dunmore was forced to leave Virginia when he chose to
champion the cause of George III in the colonist:v.‘ struggle for
independence; therefore, the most popular event of his governorship
was his strong defense of the frontier in 1774, During that cam-
paign, he not only commanded one division of the army, but also
shared the hardship of the common soldier by marching on foot
and carrying his own knapsack.

Sharing Dunmore’s command in the war was Colonel Andrew
Lewis, a reserved man of Irish descent who was a veteran of many
border campaigns, including the French and Indian War. At
the time of Dunmore’s War, Lewis was a resident of Botetourt
County in Southwest Virginia.

Lewis represented his county in the House of Burgesses. He
was also the county lieutenant, main officer of the local militia,
and in that capacity he was somewhat unpopular because of the
strict discipline he imposed on his soldiers. A tall, dark-featured
man, Lewis was once described as, “ a genius of the forest, and the
very ground trembles under him as he walks along.”™ When increased
Indian warfare in 1774 indicated that a struggle was unavoidable,
Dunmore instructed Lewis to call out the militia in his section
of Virginia.

Leadership of the Indians against whom Lewis would lead his
oops was delegated to a tall Shawnee orator, Keigh-tugh-qua,

icknamed Chief Cornstalk by the whites. This title had been

Setived from his Indian name which signified a stalk of the maize
:1]"‘\”

Ihe Vieginians had been aware of Cornstalk since 1769, when
W wd his marauding braves as far cast as the Greenbrier River
He had also been a notable warrior during Pontiac’s Con-
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Dunmore’s War.

Events leading up to the battle originated in the French
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proprictors of Pennsylvania. Colonel Henry Bouquet, commandant
at Fort Pitt, upheld the settlement line, and three years later extended
its provisions to include the trans-Allegheny areas of Maryland and
Virginia.

The land speculators ignored these treaties, however, and con-
tinued to survey west of the mountains, [n an cffort to halt the
invasion of more settlers, Pontiac, an Ottawa chieftain, led western
Indians to ravage the frontiers of Virginia and Pennsylvania in 1763,
Due to these attacks, the British government issued a proclamation
absolutely forbidding its citizens to settle west of the Alleghenies.
Not only were the colonists forbidden to hunt or to settle in that
region, but the soldiers were commanded to arrest any British subject
who broke the rule.*

Though favorable to the Indians, the arrangement was bitter for
them. Once the undisputed owners of the arca, they had become
dependents of a foreign power,

The Indians were forced to accept British agents and troops
into their borders. Though the soldiers were supposedly there for
the protection of the Indians and to keep settlers from breaking the
treaty, the Indians feared the troops would be scant security if the
British wanted to change their minds, And change their minds they
did, but the provisions of the proclamation did keep settlers out of the
trans-Allegheny for six years.

The lack of settlement did not mean the colonists were satisfied
with the arrangements, however, for they kept petitioning the
Brtish government to extend the settlement line. Consequently,
‘W0 lreaties were negotiated to allow British settlement from the
North Carolina-Virginia border to a point near Long Island on the
Holston River, then in a straight line to the mouth of the Great
Ranawha River.’

By the Treaty of Fort Stanwix, 1768. and the Treaty of
Lochaber two years later, the Six Nations and the Cherokees relin-
RS & claims 10 that area. But on the other hand, the treaties
e sothing 10 settle the disputes with the western Indians who
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¢ land speculators found a champion in Lord Dunmore,

T:;e: arrival in Virginia he became infected with speculative

g and his four years as governor were marked by increased

{i:-_:;.lsionist activity. This westward expansion was one of the
e : :
major causes of Dunmore’s War.

The greatest demand for western settlement. was .voico:::d by
soldiers who had been promised land to pay for thfelr Services in the
ifrench and Indian War. And with Dunmore’s Support many
veterans were granted substantial holdings along western rivers, the
Coal, Pocatalico, Great Kanawha, Little Kanawha, Big Sandy,
and Ohio.

This cession of western lands intensified disagreements between
the Virginians and the Pennsylvanians who were in constant conflict
over their borders. The land around the forks of the Ohio was a
particular source of contention between the two colonies,

In 1774 Dunmore sent Dr. John Connolly to Fort Pitt, the
Stockade at the source of the Ohio River, Though he had received
medical training in his youth, Connolly was more interested in
western lands than in the medical profession. An intelligent man,
he was also considered to be unscrupulous, dangerous, and full of
intrigue. He was accused of fcrmcming the hﬂundar}! dispute between

"B and Pennsylvania and of bringing on the border troubles
with the Indians ’ £
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when he was released, he gathere

d a group of men and took contro] *
of the fort which he renamed Fort Dunmore.

Connolly immediately issued
along the Ohio that the Shawnees
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whites and the Indians during the spring of 1774, th
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es called Cresap’s War.

But Cresap was not present at Yellow Creek when the slaughter

Yellow Creck. a stream flowing into the Ohio River from

e west fifty miles south of Fort Dunmore. was the site of an
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The soll:c;‘ I;:r:s were empty, the whites shot them, heny
and when fr_zd to escape, she was killed also, and the thre.e drunkep
lh:; wmlﬂ::e'wmahawked. The child, the son of z white try der,
Indians ] :
was taken to his father.

oman was Logan’s sister, and one of the men was b
The wom fore, Logan retaliated immediately, He declareq thas
brother: ‘?-e;,e[ lmt!il he had taken ten lives for each one of his fams
he would 'fl-q rievances were communicated in g note found tied
F]t:lz‘irr::'club"mg;he cabin of a settler on the Holston River.
0

in Cresap:

Cap“\l\l-‘l:rﬁ didp\-'ou kill my people on Y_’eilou‘f Creek for?
eople killed my kin at Conestoga, a little while aco, ang
pwtt?inc of that. But vou killed my kin again on Yellow Cre?k, and
trl};cv took my cousin prisoner. Then T thought I must kill top:
and I have been three times to war since; but the Indians are not
angry, only myself.'? ;
113!%21?1??4 (signed) Captain John Logzan

Because of the increased Indian attacks, the Virginians Prepared
for war. Several new forts were built along the frontier. Ang the
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Governor Dunmore took immediate action to protect the
frontier. He appointed Andrew

Lewis as commander-in-chief of 5
force to be recruited from Virginia’s western counties,

were ordered to procesd to the mouth of the Great Kanawha River.
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Recruiting started immediately, and by the first part of Septem-
ber, Lewis's army assembled at Camp Union on the Greenbrier
River, near present-day Lewisburg, West Virginia. First to arrive
at the camp were men from Augusta County under the command
of Charles Lewis, a younger brother of Andrew. A favorite with the
men, Charles Lewis was a brave officer who had served in the

French and Indian War.

Commanding men from Botetourt County was a skillful
surgeon, Colonel William Fleming. He had also served in the
French and Indian War as a surgeon in Washington’s regiment,
Later he had commanded several frontier forts, and as colonel of
the Botetourt militia, he became its commander when Andrew
Lewis, the county-lieutenant, was given command of the whole
division. "

Independent companies were led by Captain Evan Shelby,
Captain William Russell, and Colonel John Field.

Colonel William Christian’s men from Fincastle County raised
the army’s number to approximately 1,500 men. Because they only
arrived at Camp Union the evening before the army began to
march, Christian’s troops were Jeft behind for a few days to provide
for transporting extra baggage and supplies,'*

The soldiers at Camp Union were a remarkable group of men.
Many were veterans of the French and Indian War or of other
border warfare. Both officers and men were dressed in fringed
Gunting shirts dyed bright hues of yellow, brown, and red. Long
woolen leggings, caps, and moccasins completed their “uniforms.™*

I'beir weapons consisted of 4 gun, usually an English-type
ket or long rifle. a tomahawk, and a scalping knife. Shot bags
8 powder horns hung from their belts.

By most standards, it was an undisciplined army, for the

wamsen had lived 100 long upon the frontier sustained by their own
NESeY 10 take orders meekly. But they shared one goal. They
VRRES W0 1 thelr western borders of the Indian menace, and if it

R Awwwdon ihey were ready to fight
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Lewis’s army broke camp at the Elk River, October 2, During
the five-day march along the northern bank of the Kanawha River,

the militiamen were under observation by Indians, Scouts moved
ahead of the main division to warn of probable danger.
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to attack scttlements cast of the Alleghenies. And since it would be
everal days before Colonel Christian could arrive with additional
bruvisiollsv Lewis notified Dunmore that he would not leave that

area for a few days.'®

punmore did not give any reasons for changing his orders
to Lewis. A great many events had occurred since the governor
left Williamsburg, however, which may have caused him to alter his
original plans to destroy the Indians,

One of these events had transpired prior to Dunmore’s arrival
in the north when 400 men commanded by Colonel Angus McDonald
had moved against the Indians. A resident of Winchester, Virginia,
McDonald had traveled west early in 1774 to survey lands granted to
veterans of the French and Indian War. Because McDonald and
his party were harassed by hostile Indians, they returned to Wheeling.
When Dunmore learned of the Indians’s actions, he ordered Mec-
Donald to recruit some troops and march against the Indian town,
Wappatomica, sometimes spelled Wakatomica, on the Muskingum
River, near present-day Coshocton, Ohio.

McDonald’s men and the Indians played hide-and-seek for
several days in some minor skirmishes. Finally the Indians asked for
& truce, but suspicious of their sincerity, McDonald destroyed some
Indian property before his men withdrew from enemy territory.'*

In his report to Connolly, McDonald said, “I destroyed their
corn fields, burnt their cabins, took three scalps, and made one
prisoner; | had two men killed and six wounded.”*® But the expedi-
tion had little effect on the Indians, for they continued their attacks
o settlements along the tributaries of the Ohio and the Monon-
gahela rivers

After returning from the attack on the Indian towns, McDonald's

wen poaned the army Dunmore was recruiting in which Colonel
wilkam Crawford commanded a Frederick County regiment of S00
e Almost that many militiamen enlisted from Berkeley County

et e leadenship of Colonel Adam Stephen

[hese northern recruits gathered near Greenway Court where
Donmore was & guest of Lord Fairfax. From there they marched
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«« Road toward the frontier, but the two regiments

along Hrudduck-‘mnc Creck on the Monongahela River, Stepheny

», Cd : 5 1es i
“pumu:ic;:-thuﬂvl‘rd Wheeling with the supplies, while Dunmore
men (ray

.+ regiment to Fort Dunmore. There Major Conn()[ly
marched the other "ﬁincd the army boosting Dunmore’s division to
and 20(2:11;:”? ;:;?:NJ‘ which was somewhat less than the number
fuhm'_' '-“:{1”‘:“‘ Th:. two divisions numbered more than 2,700 men,
::“t::\\“cl:. -‘mt,s:'nf whom had been recruited west of the Blue Ridge
Mountains.

While he was at the fort, the Virginia governor receiveq
overtures of peace from the Indians, and a conference was arranged
with them. The main spokesman for the Indians was White Eyes, a
Delaware chief who was friendly to the British. But conspicuous by
his absence was Cornstalk, chief of the Shawnees, and though
Dunmore pledged friendship with the peaceful Indians, little was
accomplished because of the absence of the warlike tribes.

Undeterred by the Indians’ peace offers, Dunmore and his army
moved southward along the Ohio in two divisions—one by land, the
other by boat. They halted when they reached the Hockhocking
River, an Ohio tributary about 40 miles north of the Great Kanawha

River. At that site the soldiers erected a stockade which they named
Il.-r-_ Gower to honor Dunmore's friend, the Earl of Gower. There
Minmu . ;
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five miles from the wooded area where Lewis’s army was sleeping.

rhough most of the Indians were Shawnees, there were some Mingos,
l-k,.‘\;"rcs, Wyandots, and Ottawas.

It was only by accident that the Virginians learned the Indians
were nearby. Shortly after daybreak on October 10, two soldiers
were going hunting when they saw a large group of Indians coming
through the woods about three miles from the frontiersmen’s en-
campment.**

One of the soldiers was killed immediately by the Indians, but
the other managed to return and alarm the army. Preparations were

made to fight, although Lewis thought the Indians were only a
» 23

scouting party.

The militiamen’s camp was located in a vulnerable spot. The
Ohio River flowed on the west side of the area, the Kanawha River
formed a southern boundary, and along the eastern side was a small

stream, Crooked Creek. With the Indians advancing from the north,
retreat was impossible.

Soon after sunrise the Virginians moved to meet the Indians.
Commander Lewis ordered his brother, Charles, to lead 150 Augusta
troops from the Kanawha River side of the camp to meet the enemy

ag the edge of Crooked Creek. At the same time Colonel Fleming

‘ong the Ohio River with an equal number of Botetourt

About & mile from camp, Charles Lewis's troops encountered

. . | L] L

B Indans, and Lewis suffered a fatal wound. Because of the
verwhcioung number of Indians, the militiamen were forced to
‘- J_..l

When the Botetourt men launched their attack, Colonel Fleming
v Seserety wounded, but the enemy advance was halted. As soon

Taling Augusta troops were reinforced by Colonel Field and
=y - Hoas some men from the Augusta and Botetourt
niiame wore unable to hold the ground they had
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ey troogs were bolding aloang the Ohlo

uip -, Al
iy Batligp s o e
HLER e Beilngd, e o o E




Wisr Virainia Hisrory
A0

Imorning a barrler of fallen l:‘;ng"h{:":-:;::.ﬁogzm |

L 4 vha, and the Vieginfans usec | : 3
Ohlo to the hm;u‘ ,q[\‘rh' (ighting, Flerce hand-to-hand ghting
b m'|1‘||1|lmlmlls attacked with Knives _nnd mmﬂhnwh‘
il t"l’\'l!llt"t' about a mile through the wnudg‘; and iy
I'he hmlilv Hrl:;" :h\wu as six yards, and never more than 20 yards
many places as clos !
apart, ™

\ceording o an eye-witnoss, at the height of (he fiv
Adear \ .

¢-hoyy
i a8 terrifving:
battle, the notse and confusion was terrilying
attle, . |
! N ¢
Fhe notse of the fiving was “t‘l:lt‘-‘lllltlilill.l‘:.! h:‘liu-\:,-:ﬁl.
' Onsti| i,
tiahed, but i was one ool ar. The ‘ |
IIHII'”{HIM:EI “:I work with drendtul t'rjl;ul“l\ (81¢) g -”N_' Shl‘lllll\ﬂ
of the ’['t"- the continial roar of firearms, the Wiy 0op  angd
i ”“f. “'l;:ll: s of the Indians . | became by mixture mul.mmh“m[m"
;I'“;:]’[‘I ;"‘“”:i"!" andd tereitie, Add 1o this the canstant succession of
LY i } thi 0 ¢ s
I'l':llf and wounded brought off from the battlelield

Bun could he
and tomahawk

Fhe Indians' morale was high as they shouted insults at the

Virginians, On the opposite side of tho rivers, other Indians Watted
O elub or o tomahawk any soldler who tried to escape from the
battlefiold,

Phe presence of Corstalk was e

\bove the naise ol the confhietr his Vol
Shiooy well, "'

Vident duting the w hole battle.
O urged, “Be strong,  Lie low.
Shortly after noon the fighting
ould not o
-'nl‘.‘l.'\l i

\lll“ill\‘l[-

that his Wilrmory e the \Iillf

Coimstalk

When it was obvious

nans from their pOsition,

etreat. This action coincided with fanking
e along Crooked Creek unde the command of Captains Joha
Muarg Cheorpy Matthe W and Isaae Shelby,
o i Wi
1 W Indinns Moved northwarg. theiy withdrawal wWas con.
1° &Y th !
& ; hick Undergrow N the forest About two males
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, scourging from the English before.

such :“\:n dead to prevent their falling into

;h:_r threw many into the Ohio,

WIS, o

“"‘luﬂd“d- o

They scalped many of
our hands, buried nums-
and no doubt carried off many

The Virginians' loss wns. cstim'atcd at 46
were commissioned officers including Colone
Colonel John Field. A.Imost 100 men were w
taken by Lewis’s men 1.ncludcd 20 scal;?s, 80
many tomahawks. Indian losses wcr.c judge
but there was no reliable record of their dead.

Killed, nine of whom
I Charles Lewis and
ounded. Spoils of war
blankets, 40 guns, and
d to be more than 270,

By midnight the arrival of Colonel Christian’s regiment raised

the morale of the we ary soldiers. And the next morning when scouts

L . : : . ‘

reported that the enemy had withdrawn across the river, uneasiness
among the troops was dissolved.

Although he was aware that the Indians were attacking Lewis,
Dunmore did not go to the aid of the southern division. Instead,
on October 11, the governor left Fort Gower and marched toward
the Indian towns on Scippo Creek. His strategy was designed to
place his army between the attacking Indians
I'be northern division h

Dunm

and their villages.
ad not marched far when news reached
ore of Lewis's victory at Point Pleasant.?”

On the third day after the battle, a messenger from Dunmore
Mructed Lewis to cross the Ohio into the Indians territory.
Dunmore would continue to march also, and the two divisions would

wiore they arrived at the Shawnee Lowns.

It was a week,
sowever. belore

¢ the Virginians started toward the rendezvous with

When the northern division was about 18 miles from lhc

Mavaer villag cated near the present town of Chillicothe, Ohio.
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LAt S Wl I“..-ls;:;vn the govVC o established a camp e
Lk TR ., i

stened Camp Charlotte 10 honor his wife and the

’ 1% Armwe
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B M0k NAke 2 defeated man when he approached

bt " woned
e “*J Halgly wans l""‘c\’ His clothes wore adome
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ents. His forcefulness and comp o .
with decoratlve ?ar:e‘nr:e caused his hearers to compare him

- w !
ou!ors :S P.[ﬂ.Ck Henly aﬂd Rid’afd lleﬂly Lu . gh .
f e he COI“C“dE d m ~el L ,.','._..
or Pe . ll : : I b!ﬂn m .

the war.™ ' '
At the same time Lewis was moving toward the Sk;

ill with his militiamen. Dunmore fem:ed the arrival
4 lBewsf ree would disrupt the peace negotiations, and he Srde
. l‘?c, 1ohalt his troops. Though Lewis and a few ofﬁce{;s were
.l.::::i ‘l(" come to Camp tharlotte .to make te;ms With the
Shawnees, Lewis doubted that it was wise to fnove through In. diay
territory with only a few men; therefore, the whole army continueg
toward Dunmore’s camp.*’'

As they marched, however, the troops took a Wrong route
which placed them between the negotiating Indians and the Shawnee
towns. Immediately Cornstalk and his following left the
talks and bhastened to protect their homes. Disturbed by this 6
development, Dunmore rode to Lewis's camp and ordered a retreag 1
1 Point Pleasant since the presence of the army was a hinderance to
peace.

Lewis could hardly restrain his men from harming the fovernor,
when they received orders to abandon the mission they had marched
over 200 miles 1o accomplish. Many of them had been prompeed o
AR the militia by the promise of horses and other booty to be
ound at the lndian villages. Thus it Was a great & S
0 retem home cmpty handed and without the destruction of the
‘Cmy aevertheless, Lewn and Nis mea obeved the orders
\ o0n a the Wuthemn dvison wi
m——ed heur ey o
2 SaiNg s "




—

R

DUNMORE'S War 43

taken, but the rest of the residents escaped,
retaliate for this destruction, nor did he go to war ;
4t any futare time. :
 punmore’s treaty with the Indians was favorable to
rhe Indians promised to return all prisoners, horses,
possessions they had taken from the settlers, The
punting on the castern side of the Ohio. Boats traveling on the
Ohio River would not be molested. Rules governing trade were
to be set according to British regulations. And as a guarantee for
obeying the treaty, the British took some Indian hostages,

Logan did not
gainst the whiteg

the British,

and other
Yy agreed to cease

Once the peace negotiations were
the army were disbanded, although a
at the mouth of the Great Kanawha River, Dunmore was escorted
back to Fort Gower by Cornstalk. There on November 5, some of

the militiamen drafted a resolution which is sometimes called the
first colonial declaration of independence.,

concluded, both divisions of
small garrison was stationed

The document stated that though the soldiers had be

en living
n the woods for three

months, their countrymen should not be
calous of their movements. They had not used their arms for any
purpose except to honor America and Virginia,

Fhe signers further declared their loyalty to the King of England
o long & be reigned over a brave and free people, but they con-
¢ that their love of liberty outweighed all other considerations.
YRE WEen aho noted their respect for Lord Dunmore, stating an

the campaign had been undertaken for no purpose
1 of the whole country,

penaon  1hat

[t ."r" e R

Because be had personally undertaken the task of protecting

o, Dunmore received additional acclaim. He was honored
' y of amaburg upon his return to Virginia, December
ongratulations from the Governor's Counctl and
of the College of William and Mary., In Apeil
- coemmaendod by the citizens of Fincastle County Tor

Prutecting thelr settloments from the Indians. But h'k
NS B Beieh suthorithes became they considered his
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trouble.”* s ."'-'
The peace terms agreed upon at Camp Chm
temporary, for the governor expected to returnthto m,._ !
following ;»ear to conclude a lastlng. peace with the Inc :
cause of national events, Dunmore dld' not return to the west
iations the next year did result in an agreement which |
tﬁp:estem Indians peaceful during the first two years of the War
for Independence.

Upon the outbreak of the Revolution, relations
Dunmore and the colonials became strained. Dunmore remaineq
loyal to Britain, and the governor waged warfare against his f
friends. Thus in July 1776, an army of colonials led by Andrew
Lewis forced Dunmore to leave Virginia. Soon thereafter Dunmore

returned to Great Britian without any further involvement e
colonial affairs.*”

ften visited the men who

- In the autumn of 1777

. ffi 1

were trying 10 Bt the north i u(_: ,:::::l::.:i;:: lmBn'd“
talk

s Op;!ncd‘an n.lliance with
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Because Dunmore’s War occurred on the v ¢
ngry War, the importance of this conflict is “fl";.'-"'; e

jooked. But with the cessation of Indian raids, large nu s B

scttlers moved into Kentucky and to ot atte of
wgn they established settlements whose i:he:b?gudw?;:
argely responsible for American victories in the West during the
seruggle for independence.

In his history of the combat for independence in the West,

Roosevelt said that Dunmore’s War, “kept the northwestern

quict for the first three years of the Revolutionary struggle;

sod above all it rendered possible the settlement of Kentucky, and

herefore the winning of the west. Had it not been for Lord Dun-

more’s war, it is more than likely that when the colonies achieved

heir freedom, they would have found their western boundary fixed
at the Allegheny Mountains.””*

Dunmore’s War also provided valuable battle experience for
#e Virginians. Men in the armies of both Lewis and Dunmore
lsser fought in the Revolution. The roster of soldiers serving in
Dunmore’s War listed many men who became famous in the fight for
mdependence, such as George Rogers Clark, Daniel Morgan, William
Campbell, and Isaac Shelby. Others became statesmen and govern-
mest officials for the new nation. And a large majority of the men
who became Jeaders on the American frontier had fought with
Deamore and Lewis,

Among those who achieved national importance was Isaac
Sy, & pooeral in the Revolutionary War, who became the first
gvarner of Kemtucky. Both his father, Evan Shelby, and John
Seviar served s governor of the temporary state of Franklin during

B bef culstemce. Sevier later became the first governor of
T emstarnace

Coonge Matthews was twice governor of Georgia. William

whe commanded the Botetount division at the Battle of
hhmmu&mlﬁm!wmﬂm

B acting povernor of Vieghaia s 1781,
Thomas Poney wan appoisted the third terriorial governor of

* B IR Johe Swele served s goversor of ok
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formidable enemy. This knowledge sustained tbam
long struggle for American independence.




